THE BEACON
JULY 2012

Return Address:
Nathaniel Guerrero
6433 Reflection Drive #102
San Diego, CA 92124

July 2012
The next MRCF Meeting will be on TUESDAY, 10 July 2012
Location: American Legion Hall 7815 Armour St.
Corner of Armour and Convoy St.
Board Meeting at 6:30 PM – Gen. Meeting at 7:00 PM
American Legion Hall at 7815 Armour Street.
Hwy 163 TO BALBOA AVENUE, WEST TO CONVOY STREET, LEFT ON CONVOY TO
ARMOUR ST., TURN LEFT ONTO ARMOUR AND RIGHT INTO AMERICAN LEGION.
ADDITIONAL PARKING IS ACROSS THE STREET AT CARQUEST.

CLUB OFFICERS
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Secretary:
Brad Kuller
Field Marshal:
Sandy Sanderson
Safety Coordinators:
Don Robinson
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Newsletter Editor: Nathaniel Guerrero
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George Sager
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Membership Chairman:
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membership@miramarrcflyers.com
Club Webmaster: Darren Hauptman
Darren@miramarrcflyers.com
www.miramarrcflyers.com

CLUB FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS
Any club member who wishes to have some assistance should call one of our designated instructors.
There is no duty instructor at the field, so you must prearrange a time with someone on this list.
Name
Richard Barndt
Frank Gagliardi
Curtis Kitteringham
Mark Lukens
Jerry Neuberger
Paul Stenberg
Tom Mulder
Tom Pham
Ron Stark
Talmadge Sanders
Darren Hauptman

Number
(858) 213-5740
(858) 271-4430
(760) 746-5913
(858) 945-8525
(619) 258-4477
(760) 743-5458
(619) 804-8596
(858) 761-3959
(858) 530-0586
(858) 382-2003
(619) 948-1948

Fourth of July fun fly at the field! Please come out and join
us. Call Mark Lukens for additional information.

From the Left Seat:
No comments for this month.

From the Right Seat:
We are finally into our summer flying season. There is nothing better than arriving at the field around
6:30 or 7:00 in the morning, on one of those days that's going to be a scorcher, and stealing a few touch
and goes before the heat kicks in. It is also an awesome time of the year to meet a few friends after work
and grab an hour or two of flying before the sun sets. Throw in a few contests, Open Cockpit days, and
add a holiday or two and you have the best time of the year to be a member of the Miramar Radio Control
Flyers. Our club events are very important to our club as they help us to recruit new military members,
which allows us to add more civilian members, which increases the number of people we have to maintain
and improve our field, run events, and spread the word about our great club.
We expect to have our first prospective members complete their MRCF membership applications this
month. That will place them on the civilian waiting list and allow them to, hopefully, become official
members very soon. My conversations with prospective members about the updated process have been
very positive. They understand what everyone is expected to do as members of the club and they know
exactly what they need to do to get on the list to become future members. This consistency and
transparency provides a predictable path to membership in our fine club. Another benefit of the process is
that the new prospective members will already feel like old friends when they join. They will have been
flying with us regulars many times and will have already participated in many of the club activities and
meetings.
Safety continues to be the single most important thing for us to monitor while flying and spotting for
others. That process begins before you even load your planes in the care to head to the field. Take a few
minutes to inspect your plane the night before as you charge the batteries. Make sure the battery pack is
secure and fuel lines are all in good shape. Check the servos, pushrods and hinges to make sure they are
all secure. When you get to the field, always do a control surface check to ensure all of the servos are
properly plugged in. If it has been a while since you last flew your plane then do a range check with the
engine running and someone securing the aircraft. Use a voltmeter (with a load) to test your battery packs
between flights to make sure they are performing as expected. These simple checks would have
prevented almost every mishap I have seen in the past few months.
Many thanks to all of you that came out to participate in the Cubs over Miramar fly-in. While the number
of non-MRCF flyers was a bit disappointing, the number of club members that came out was outstanding.
We have 20 registered pilots flying 25 Piper Cub model aircraft ranging in size from 1 ounce and 12”
wingspan to 70 pounds and 18’ wingspan; 1:36 to 1:2 scale. If you want to include the two Cubs that
performed the tight formation fly-over at lunch then we had 27 Cubs up to 1:1 scale. The fly-over was
definitely the highlight of the day as we picked up our two planes shortly after taking off out of
Montgomery airport before they turned around heading east before entering our famous I-15 corridor.
The difference was on this day they both turned east as they passed to the north of our field and then made
three east-to-west low passes in tight formation about 500 feet above OUR runway! If you missed the
event this year, please get a Cub and put this event on your calendar as I think this will become an annual
event.

Speaking of annual events, July 14th – 15th will be our 3rd Annual Rotors over Miramar helicopter fly in.
We won’t need a bunch of people to support this event but if you can spare a few hours please come out
in the morning or afternoon to help us with spotting and preparing lunches. We may have some
opportunity to do some night flying again this year, which was certainly fun to see at last year’s event. If
you have a helicopter, please bring it out and join in the fun. We would like to better last year’s
attendance of 20 registered pilots. We will discuss final logistics for the Rotors fly-in at the next meeting
but please put it on your calendar now.
I hope to see you out there on one of the two 4th of July weekends and maybe even on the 4th itself. A few
of us are trying to put together an informal member appreciation barbecue/potluck at the field on the 4th so
stay tuned.
Mark Lukens

Safety Coordinator:
No comments for this month.

Field Marshal:
No comments for this month.

Helicopter Chairman:
No comments for this month.

Membership Chairman:
No comments for this month.

June 12 2012

Miramar Radio Control Flyers
Minutes of the Meeting

President called the meeting to order at 1900 hrs.
Pledge Of Allegiance
Guests/Introductions:
New Members:
Prospective members: Maciek Kormicki, Art Rahn
Treasurer: The Treasures report was given and approved.

Held at the
American Legion

Secretary: The Secretary’s report was given and approved.
Field Marshal:
•

Thank you all who helped prep the runway for the repaving. The runway looks great.

•

Dave Katagiri donated a leaf blower to the club, big thanks.

Safety:
•

Reminders: The speed limit on the road is 15 MPH. Instructors, please remember if you are
teaching a student, keep them on the buddy box until they are ready to solo.

Old Business:
•

The Cub Fun Fly was a great relaxing event. People had a great time, no big issues. We had Cubs
from park zone size to a full sized fly over. It was a great casual day. Members stepped up with the
food. The full-scale pilots thought the Cub display on the runway were awesome.

•

The runway has been completely refinished. Thank you to the membership for approving the
process and execution of the plan. The field’s clean up day and repaving have paid off, the field
looks beautiful. Big thanks to Sandi and Gracie for going above and beyond. They stood on the
field for 9 hours per day to make this happen.

•

Fire Extinguishers will run $95-$105. The club needs to decide on which direction to go. We can
still recharge what we have. We can purchase new ones. The fire department needs to be notified
whether or not we are able to put a fire out or not. Next month we will have a quote to upgrade
and keep our fire suppression capabilities at a high level.

•

The bylaws changes for membership renewals are still in process, more to come.

New Business:
•

A field maintenance day will be on June 23.

•

The next event will be Sunday June 24 at 0900, open cockpit at the Flying Leatherneck Museum.

•

Rotors over Miramar will be July 14-15. We are expecting approximately 30 registered pilots.

•

The AMA pattern contest will be August 11-12. The pattern community is appreciative for use of
the field. This year we are hoping for a larger turnout. If you haven’t done this contest before,
please come out! This event is usually self sufficient, the club helps with data entry and
registration.

•

Mike Morgan pitched an idea for a 3D event. Proposing September for gas and electric planes of
any size. The idea is open flying, bbq, small entrance fee to cover food and the landing fees. Night
flying and overnight camping is a possibility. Possibly a foam/second flight line. There is a lot of
interest and sponsors for the event. There is a possibility for small vendor section, which brings a
crowd. Estimating 40-50 pilots from local areas. Club support is minimal: 3 porta-potties, bbq and

a sound system. The clubs biggest concerns are the two flight lines. Overnight camping is also an
issue. Night flying is not an issue. If the event is in September, we need to start planning with the
base now. The club benefits from landing fees to cover costs. A motion was made seconded and
approved for Sept 2012 for a 3D event minus overnight camping.
•

July 28 Flights For Fancy. Good opportunity to teach the younger generation about aviation. Will
be providing simulators and buddy box flights. If you are instructor please come out.

•

Swap meets at Discount Hobby on fathers day and Chula Vista

•

Friday the 15th of June. Alliant University electric indoor fly. No charge, no street shoes on the
hardwood floors. This is a good event to check out indoor flying. See sefsd.org for more
information. There is an 8oz weight limit.

Show and Tell:
•

Frank brought the B-29. This was a 4.5 year project. Someone in the group just decided to build a
giant B-29. Frank, Ron Peterka, Don Madison, Ed Gurule, Curtis Kitteringham, Mike O’Donnell,
Jerry Neuberger and others did plenty of work. Don was a navigator on a full scale B-29 that this
plane was modeled after. EVERYTHING was scratch build besides the motors, radio and some
cowl parts. Everyone built a piece of the plane. Covered in home depot aluminum flashing.

Meeting Adjourned 2046

Late breaking news!
A few of us discussed having an impromptu member appreciation barbecue on the 4th. It
looks like there is enough interest so it’s a go now! I’ll bring enough burgers and dogs for
the first 40 people. If you want to bring something to accompany them (e.g., chips, dip,
desert, drinks, etc.) that would be great.
We’ll try to start cooking around 10:30 or 11:00 since many already have afternoon plans.
If you are interested drop me a quick note so I can get extra burgers and dogs should the
response be enormous!
Oh, don’t forget to bring out your military birds and American flags to help setup the
mood!
Mark

R/C Club Specials

Good July 1 thru July 31

Hobby People Has A Store Near You!

Drop in today! Experience what you see here. Get expert help and guidance.
Camarillo
Encino
Hesperia

El Cajon
Fountain Valley
Lake Forest

Lakewood
Murrieta
Pasadena

Lawndale
Orange
Riverside

Redlands
Santa Clarita
San Diego

Las Vegas East
Las Vegas North

